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to China to contribute anything at all to "the noble task of building
up the civilisation of the world" was remarkably small. The phrase
reminds us Sun had long since modified his youthful enthusiasm for
western civilisation. China must utilise western inventions, certainly,
but the much-travelled Provisional President of the Chinese Re-
public saw the need for building up not only in China but in every land.
In America the news of the success of the revolution brought
from the pen of the youthful Chingling Soong an article for her
school magazine. It was accurately entitled "The Greatest Event
of the Twentieth Century*'. After quoting a lecture by Dean
Crawshaw on Fraternity as "the unrealised ideal of humanity",
Chingling said, "it may be for China, the oldest of nations, to point
the way to this Fraternity. In other ways, too, China will take her
place in the effort to uplift humanity".110 Had this child read the
appeal of Sun to all friendly nations or was it that her idealistic
young mind thought along the same lines as did the child-like Sun?
Either way she was clearly a kindred spirit. Her father sent her
the new flag of the Republic and Chingling, pulling down the old
dragon flag, cried "Down with the dragon! Up with the flag of the
Republic".
On letter-paper headed "Republic of China, The President's
Office, Nanking**, Sun wrote to his friends the Cantlies on January
21, 1912:
**MY DEAR DR. AND MRS. CAKTUE,
"It will be your pleasure to hear from me that I have assumed the Presidency
of the Provisional Republican Government in China, which I accepted with
disinterested fervour in order to render myself an instrumentality to rescue
China with its four hundred million population from environment of impend-
ing perils and dishonour. I ought to have written you much earlier, but some-,
thing or other always prevented me from doing so, having been kept exceed-
ingly busy since I arrived here and especially so since I occupied my present
post, as you may well imagine and fairly forgive. It makes me feel mote
grateful to you when from the present position I look back on my past of
hardships and4 strenuous toil, and think of your kindnesses shown me all the
while that Lean never nor will forget* I can say so far that the state of things
here in Nanking is improving rapidly with a well-founded prospect of future
promise. I may not write you as often as I wish, but you may team from
the newspapers what I am doing from time to time. Kindly convey my best
compliments to all my friends in London whom you know and happen to
meet, and oblige,
"With best wishes and kindest regards,
"Yours wry sincerely,
"Son Vat-sea."